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Archaeological Excavation Report

Summary

Bristol and West Archaeology undertook an archaeological watching brief during the Castle Park
View Project bounded by Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane.

The focus of the watching brief was to record any vestiges of the south curtain wall of Bristol Castle
which it was thought could survive somewhere close to the north side of the culverted castle moat,
although no evidence of the wall was found during an earlier trench evaluation exercise in 2015 or an
excavation in 2018. Also to record any remnants of the 17th-century terraced buildings which were
constructed on the site after the demolition of Bristol Castle following the Civil War.
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INTRODUCTION

Planning consent (17/04267/F) was granted by Bristol City Council for redevelopment of
the former Central Ambulance Station site and public car park located off the southeast
corner of Castle Park, to provide 375 homes within a complex of five towers, the tallest at
26 storeys. Attached to the consent was planning condition No 15 requiring a ‘Programme
of archaeological work to be undertaken at the site during construction groundworks in
accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation’ (WSI).

The watching brief was undertaken between 23rd January and 12th August 2019 by R.K.
Ducker ACIfA, who also compiled this report. The watching brief followed on from an
earlier archaeological evaluation in 2015 (BWA 2016) and excavation in 2018 (BWA
2020).

The project will be entered in the Bristol Historic Environment Record (BHER) and has
been entered into the database of the Online Access to the Index of Archaeological
Investigations (OASIS) as bristola3-363720. The project archive will be deposited with
Bristol City Museums and Art Gallery with the accession number 2019/44.

SITE TOPOGRAPHY, LOCATION AND GEOLOGY

The site is centred at NGR ST 59389 73108 and is an irregular polygon, in area measuring
about 0.674ha. It sits just below the south-east corner of Castle Park and is located between
Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Marybush Lane.

The site was situated on a split level between the land north of the culverted moat and the
terrace to the south of the moat which was around 2m lower. It was recently occupied by
the Central Ambulance Station, with a surface car park at its north end.

The solid geology of the site north of the castle moat is Redcliff Sandstone of the Triassic
period, south of the moat overlain by riverine alluvium.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORIC BACKGROUND

Bristol grew up in late Saxon times along the easily defensible ridge of Triassic sandstone
between the rivers Avon and Frome, just above the point at which they joined. The eastern
end of the ‘ridge’ was occupied by a defensive stronghold, perhaps originally a ringwork,
later a motte and bailey. This was succeeded in the first half of the 12th century by a keep
and ward castle.

Following the English Civil War in the middle of the 17th century, the castle was pulled
down by Act of Parliament and the former castle land leased out by the Corporation of
Bristol for the construction of houses/shops which grew to become Bristol’s premier
shopping area.

This part of central Bristol suffered significant damage in 1940 as a result of Luftwaffe
bombing during WW11, and many of its buildings were destroyed, including those on
Castle Street and Tower Hill.

The Central Ambulance Station was built in 1966 and the 13th century castle moat, which
had been open until this time, was enclosed within a culvert. Castle Park itself was
originally laid out as a municipal park in the late 1960’s/70’s. The park was partly

BWA Project
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remodelled during the early 1990’s and the current layout is as a result of that work. During
remodelling of Castle Park during the early 1990’s, the opportunity was taken to record
parts of the south curtain wall, located west of archaeological work conducted on the wall
in 1951. The 1990°’s work found the wall surviving relatively close to the modern-day
ground level and is now preserved within the park.

The former Central Ambulance Station site was investigated more recently through trial
trenching (evaluation) by Bristol & West Archaeology to inform the currently consented
scheme for redevelopment (Williams 2015). The key objective agreed with the then
Archaeological Officer for Bristol City Council, Mr Bob Jones, was the location of the
castle’s south curtain wall as it was believed to have lain just north of the north side of the
castle moat. In the event, and following the excavation of six trenches north of the culvert,
no trace of the wall was found. However, owing possibly to an excavation exclusion zone
which limited the proximity of any trenches to no less than 5 metres either side of the
1960°s concrete culvert, it was felt the curtain wall could still survive within this zone..

During the evaluation trenching at the site, two of the trenches revealed remnants of walls
and the surfaces of basement floors, parts of the rear of buildings located off Castle Street.
Two of the walls may have dated from the 17th century.

A further trench revealed two sides of what appeared to be a substantial north-south
oriented rock-cut ditch which pottery evidence suggests could have been backfilled
between the middle of the 11th century and middle of the 12th century. Health and safety
considerations necessarily limited the depth of hand-excavation here, but the potential
dimensions of the ditch, over 2 metres deep, and its location at the eastern end of Castle
Park, suggested it must have had a defensive function, perhaps having formed part of the
town’s Saxo-Norman fortification. Its infilling could have coincided with the construction
of the ward and keep castle early in the 12th century.

A targeted excavations in 2018 on the site of the ditch revealed during the evaluation in
2015 exposed two sides of a ditch measuring nearly 5 metres across, with a termination just
before Castle Street, presumably against a gate.

OBJECTIVES AND METHODOLOGY
Construction Methodology

The groundworks for the project comprised the removal of all elements of the 1960s
ambulance station comprising of hard surfaces, foundations and subterranean services.

Groundworks south of the culverted moat revealed service ducts, some between 4-5m deep
which created very deep holes that could not be entered. This necessitated viewing the
excavation from a safe distance as the excavations could not be entered safely.

In conjunction with this work, excavations at pile locations were probed for unexploded
ordinance and this too was monitored archaeologically.

Further groundworks comprised the excavation of platforms for two substations, Crane
Bases and the reduced level excavation of the whole of the upper terrace north of the
culverted moat by approximately 3m.

BWA Project
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RESULTS
General Observations.

During the watching brief, large areas of the site were initially reduced to the south of the
culverted moat and along the split level retaining wall immediately north of the moat.
Owing to the reasons outlined above, detailed recording was not necessary or even possible
within these areas.

Structures of late post-medieval or modern date were not recorded, other than through
photographs, with the location of the photographer and direction of view indicated (Figs 4
& 5) For health and safety reasons it was not always possible to include a scale in the
photographs.

The defensive ditch located in 2015 and explored in more detail in 2018 was not subject to
further examination although it was observed during excavations for two groups of pile-
caps.

As outlined in the methodology above, owing to health and safety concerns, in some areas
only limited recording of archaeological features was possible.

Structures of Seventeenth Century Date

Masonry structures of 17th century date were recorded at several locations north of the
culverted moat. The most extensive of these comprised two separate but contemporary
lengths of a substantial wall that may have formed the north side of the former moat (walls
(2001/2027 and 2042).These Walls were founded on the sandstone bedrock (2020) and
survived to a height of up to 6m. Wall 2001 was abutted by walls 2000, 2003 and 2040
which had formed party walls at the rear of some of the Castle Street properties. Another,
short length of north-south wall lay a little north of the eastern end of the culvert, truncated
by another at right angles to it and which itself was truncated by the wall of the culvert.

At the junction of Walls (2001/2027) and (2042), an18th/19th century wall (2041) abutting
the south side of the earlier masonry may have formed the party wall of a property that
projected into the moat, suggesting an attempt to reclaim land from the moat itself.

At its eastern end, Wall (2001) appeared to change alignment from east — west to take on a
gradual (c 10 degree) southeast orientation, where it then appeared to be truncated or
abutted by the north side of the culvert.

A north-south wall of similar construction to Wall 2001 and probably of comparable date
(Wall 2037) was observed adjacent to the east end of Wall 2001. It seems possible this wall
would have formed the frontage of a contemporary property on the north side of the
culvert, adjacent to Tower Hill. Immediately to the east of this wall lay a N-S brick-wall
(2038) with partial E-W return, perhaps part of a later cellar or another structure altogether.

Remnants of another wall (2035) were observed south of Wall (2001) in Pile cap proof
excavations for C47 and C48 (Fig 2), but limited access prevented detailed investigation.

Evidence of a similar wall to (2001/2027 and 2042) to the south of the culvert was recorded
in section (Fig 3). Walls (2034) and (2036) shared the same construction method and
appeared to form the corner of a possible cellar.

BWA Project
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Further evidence of probable 17th century cellars was recorded in several isolated areas. In
the north east corner of the site lay a cellar (Structure 2022) located between King Posts 6
and 7 (Fig. 2). This was entered from the east side down a flight of Pennant sandstone steps
(2013) which terminated at a brick floor.(2021). The remains of another cellar (Structure
2045) were recorded to the east, adjacent to King Post 3. It was rectangular in plan and was
abutted and partly truncated by 18th/19th century cellar (2046) that lay between it and
Structure (2022). A further fragment of 17th century masonry (2039) was noted in the
northeast corner of the site, indicating that cellars had been an extensive feature of the
buildings on the site.

Fragments of a 17th century cellar were also recorded at the west end of the culvert. Walls
(2030) and (2031) were exposed in section only but appeared to have formed the corner of
a cellar adjacent to a 18th/19th century water cistern (2029).

Further isolated fragments of 17th century masonry were recorded in section for King Post
26 (Wall 2025). Deposits of made-ground visible in section south of the wall comprised
backfill within the cellar. Further reduced level excavations in the area exposed a small 1m
x 1.3m masonry structure (2051) connected with Wall (2026), probably a WC with white,
lime-rendered internal wall faces and a Pennant sandstone floor.

Located just north of the western end of a split level concrete retaining wall that traversed
the site from east to west lay a short length of masonry wall (2023), formerly part of one of
the Queen Street properties. It was abutted north by a later wall (2024) containing a recess
for a fireplace.

Features of Late Post Medieval and Early Modern date

Several infilled cellars were found during excavations to proof-dig for pile-caps 634-637
(Fig 2). Wall (2047) and Floor (2048), probably of 18th century date, appeared to form the
south part of a cellar, with Wall 2046 perhaps the north wall. South of this lay Wall (2049),
perhaps part of a 19th century cellar, and Wall (2050) that lay on a thick concrete pad,
possibly dating to the 20th century. During adjacent excavations for piles 686 — 705
further, deep concrete footings (2052) adjoining those beneath Wall (2050) suggested more
extensive cellars of very late date.

As stated above (5.12) a late post-medieval cistern (2029) was found at the west end of the
moat on its southern side where it met Queen Street. The structure was trapezoidal in
shape, with a barrel vault and Pennant sandstone floor. The watching brief north of the
culver exposed four wells (2010) (2033) (2044) & (2053) and two lengths of Pennant
sandstone drain (2054-55) were observed to drain in to the culvert.

For the most part south of the culvert, extensive concrete foundations connected with the
former ambulance station, and earlier subterranean concrete service ducts which appeared
to extend under Mary Bush Lane, some of them tall enough to stand in, destroyed almost
all archaeological remains.

THE FINDS

A small assemblage of pottery and clay tobacco pipes was recovered, nearly all of it from
unstratified contexts. The exception was a large fragment of Donyatt pottery from Pile-cap
C 46 (plate 42) which was closely associated with Wall (2001).

10
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Unstratified finds included pieces of clay tobacco pipes, including 6 bowls, two of them
with an indistinct mark and the letter ‘E’ stamped on the side of their bowls, blue transfer
printed pottery, Bristol/Staffordshire slipware, a sherd of hand painted delft and three
grinding stones (see Plate 41).

CONCLUSIONS

The only trace of pre-17th century archacology observed during the watching brief was the
remains of the Saxo-Norman ditch previously excavated in 2018. No trace of the castle’s
south curtain wall was observed. Either this could have been removed during the 17th
century redevelopment of the site following the demolition of large parts of the castle after
the Civil War, which seems unlikely, or it could have been removed when the concrete
culvert was formed during the construction of the ambulance station, or remnants of the
wall could still lie preserved beneath the north wall of the culverted moat, which was left
untouched during the development works.

Considerable truncation was shown to have occurred across the site, chiefly as a result of
post-war clearance and redevelopment to facilitate the construction of the Central
Ambulance Station and car park adjacent to Castle Street. The fragmentary remains of the
buildings built across the site from the middle of the 17th century was limited to deep
masonry footings adjacent to the culverted moat that may represent the rear walls of
properties that backed on to the moat, other deep footings, the cellars in the northeast
corner of the site and alongside Tower Hill, and wells.
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9. APPENDIX 1
Comparison the Goad Insurance Plans of 1887 — 1902.

17th century

A group of walls just north of the eastern end of the moat (Walls 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003,
2040 & 2041) appear to represent the south side of a group of tenements that would have
backed onto the moat (Wall 2001), with probable partition walls (2001, 2002, 2003 and
2040), although this interpretation doesn’t appear to accord with the Goad plan.

Walls (2001) and (2041) appear to straddle a group of properties, with (2041) in part
approximating to the north wall of a Currier, although lacking the apparent dog-leg
depicted on Goad. Wall (2002) lay on a similar alignment to the east wall of a Chaff Cutter.
Wall (2001) appears to sit some way north of the current culvert suggesting that the rear of
the tenements was pushed out into the moat.

The position of Walls (2035 and 2002) both indicate that the edge of the moat would have
been further south than Wall 2001. Wall (2035) in particular was very close to the existing
culvert edge and may have been truncated by it.

Other structures comprise Cellars (2022) and (2045) which appear to sit below a Drapers at
No’s 51 and 52 Castle Street, and Wall (2039) is depicted within a Hard Ware Store
located at No. 50 Castle Street. Wall (2037) appears to straddle properties depicted on
Tower Hill.

At the western end of the site (2051) and wall (2025) may relate to a marked basement at
the rear of a Public House at No.59 Castle Street, and (2023) may be dividing wall with a
warehouse at the same address.

Survival of 17th century structures south of the moat was even more fragmentary. Walls
(2030) & (2031) are depicted within a large Sugar Warehouse and Walls (2034) and (2036)
appear to lie within an unidentified structure adjacent to a Tower Hill property.

18th/19th century

A well (2053) was found in the middle of No 56 Castle Street, identified on Goad as a
‘basket factory’ At the rear of No. 53 Castle Street and described as a ‘carpet warehouse’
lay well (2044), and under a sugar warehouse south of the moat lay well (2033

In the northwest of the site Wall (2024) abutted Wall (2023) in the area of a warehouse at
No.59 Castle Street, and in the northeast of the site, Cellar (2060) lay beneath a ‘drapers’ at
No 52.

South of the moat, Cistern (2029), Wall (2032), Drain (2054) and Structure (2056) all
appear to lie within a large sugar warehouse, and Wall (2057) and Drain (2055) are
depicted within a wheelwrights.

13
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10.

APPENDIX 2 TABLE OF CONTEXTS

Table of Contexts

No Type

Description

Length | Width

Depth/
height

Date

2000 | Wall

17th century Tenement boundary
wall abutting Wall (2001) but of
contemporary date. Sandstone rubble
(maximum 350 x 200 x 200 mm)
with occasional reused
Ashlar/Limestone (Maximum 320 x
300 x 180mm). Bonded with hard
pinkish/brown lime, mortar with
abundant  white  lime  fleck
inclusions.

5m as recorded x
0.85m

1.5m

C17

2001 | Wall

South wall of cl17th century
properties  along moat  edge.
Sandstone rubble (average 350 x 200
x 200 mm Maximum Im x 300 x
280 mm) with occasional reused
Ashlar/Limestone (Average 320 x
300 x 180mm Maximum 600 x 500
x 200 mm). Bonded with hard
pinkish/brown lime, mortar with
abundant  white lime  fleck
inclusions. Abutted but
contemporary with Walls (2000)
(2003) & (2040).

Approximately
19.8m x 0.85m
increases to 1.5m
thick at east end

6.7m

C17

2002 | Wall

17th century wall cut by Wall
(2001). Similar construction large
sandstone rubble bonded with hard
pinkish/brown lime, mortar with
abundant  white  lime  fleck
inclusions.

Not Recorded

C17

2003 | Wall

Fragment of probable Tenement
boundary wall, appears structurally
identical to Wall (2000).

In section only
c800mm thick

500mm

C17

2004 | Deposit

Geological deposits exposed to south
of culvert including during proof
digging of pile-caps. Reddish-brown
silty clay. Upper alluvial deposit.

Occurs in
excavations across
the lower, south
half of site at
depths of 2 — 3m

Avg.

2005 | Deposit

Fill of Cellar (2022). Loose, poorly
consolidated  rubble, sandstone,
limestone and concrete. Inclusions of
domestic rubbish and scrap metal.
Possibly post ww2 in date.

2m x 3.8m

c2m

C19/
20
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.

2006 | Deposit Redeposited sandy clay (reworked | Section only 1m 220mm | C19/
geological deposit) abutting Wall | wide 20
(2025).

2007 | Deposit Mortar band below (2006), one of a | Section only 1m 50- C19/
series of dumps within a backfilled | wide 70mm | 20
cellar.

2008 | Deposit Main dump of material backfilling | Section only 1m 750mm | C19/
cellar. Mixed grey lime mortar and | wide 20
small sandstone rubble fragments.

2009 | Deposit Blue/grey alluvial clay below | Base of pile-caps | Up to -
(2004). The deposit was exposed in | and deep Im
excavations along the south edge of | excavations
the culvert and pile-caps at the west | adjacent the moat
end of the site.

2010 | Well Observed and photographed in Pile- | Approximately - C18
cap 042 — 044. Unworked random | 800mm diameter
coursed, sandstone rubble with no
visible bonding material.

2011 | Wall 17th century wall forming north side | Im+ E-W 500mm | 2m C17
of Cellar (2022) stairwell. Random | wide
coursed, sandstone rubble (400 x
240 x 80 mm) bonded with hard
pinkish brown lime mortar with
abundant lime flecks. Internal faces
have been rendered with white lime
mortar, possibly at a later date.

2012 | Wall Blocking wall in stairwell of Cellar | 900mm long 0.8m C17
(2022). Random coursed sandstone | 300mm thick
rubble (210 x 170 x 100 mm)
bonded with white lime mortar.

Situated between Walls (2011) and
(2016) built over stairs (2013).

2013 | Structure | Stairs to Cellar (2022). Three | 720mm E-W 430mm | C17
Pennant slab treads, 2 risers. Vertical | 900mm wide
height 0.43m. Descend from E — W
to enter east side of cellar (2022).

Blocked on fourth step by Wall
(2012).

2014 | Wall East Wall of Cellar (2022) with | 1.8m N-S, 450mm | 2m C17
opening for access from (2013). | thick
Same construction as (2011).

2015 | Wall South wall of Cellar (2022) same | 2.5m E-W (2m 2m C17
construction as (2011). internally) 400mm

thick
15
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.

2016 | Wall South wall of stairwell to Cellar | 300mm thick Im Im C17
(2022) same construction as (2011) | E-W.
but rather irregular trench-built face
on S side.

2017 | Wall Unworked sandstone rubble (average | Recorded in Im C18/
240 x 200 x 110 mm) linear | section only 19
structure, bonded with pale grey | 300mm wide.
lime mortar. May be part of Wall
(2046) and therefore Cellar (2060).

2018 | Cut West wall of Cellar (2022) abutted | 3.8m N-Sx 0.5m | 2m+ C17
by Floor (2021) truncated by
concrete beam. Same construction as
(2011).

2019 | Wall North wall of Cellar (2022) abutted | 2m internally 2m C17
by Floor (2021). Same construction | width not seen.
as (2011).

2020 | Deposit Natural Mercia Mudstone/Redcliffe | Located 7m -
Sandstone to north of moat. Located | everywhere across | max
at depths of up to 7m along the | the north terrace
culvert. Softer mudstone and sandy | of the site and
clay elements of the geology have | right up to the
been excavated to bedrock in the | moat culvert
interests of UXO clearance.

2021 | Floor Bricks bonded with grey lime mortar | 2m x 3.8m - C17
within cellar (2022).

2022 | Cellar Overall number for cellar formed by | Internal cellar c2m C17
walls (2014) (2015) (2018) & (2019) | measurements 2m
floor (2021). Includes also access | E-W x 3.8m N-S.
stairwell, Walls (2011) & (2016)
steps (2013) and blocking wall
(2012).

2023 | Wall Random coursed sandstone rubble | clm x 500mm clm. C17
bonded with pinkish brown lime
mortar with lime fleck inclusions.

Abutted to N by Wall (2024).

2024 | Structure | Linear structure of random coursed | Limited recording | cIm C18/
sandstone rubble. Has recess with | visible portion 19
vertical slabs forming back. Bonded | clm E-W. in
with grey lime mortar. Recess full of | section only
spent coal — fireplace.

2025 | Wall Unworked sandstone rubble cellar | Im 250mm | C17
wall recorded only in section of
King Post 26. Bonded with hard,
pinkish brown lime mortar with lime
inclusions. Has deposits (2006)

(2007) & (2008) dumped against it
16
BWA Project

17/2651.




Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

backfilling suggested cellar to south.

2026

Wall

Linear Structure of unworked
random coursed sandstone rubble
forming east side of Cellar (2029).
Bonded with grey lime mortar.
Supports east side of barrel vaulted
roof.

22mx 0.5m

300mm

C18/
19

2027

Wall

Same Wall as (2001) but recorded in
separate exploratory trench (Fig X).

C17

2028

Deposit

General number issued to made-
ground material south of the culvert.
Although many different materials
and lenses were observed an account
of the stratigraphy was not possible
though all are considered to have
been post-medieval in date.

Whole area south
of culvert.

Up to

C19

2029

Cistern

Trapezoidal structure of four
Pennant sandstone rubble walls.
Rendered inner wall faces, a barrel
vaulted brick roof and a floor of
squared Pennant slabs. Grey lime
mortar. Iron pipe entering the
northwest corner.

External
dimensions
N 2.5m

W 3m

S2m

E 2.5m
450mm thick

2m
high

C18/
19

2030

Cellar

Structure of sandstone rubble
(average 220 x 180 x 110 mm)
bonded with hard, pinkish brown
lime mortar with abundant lime
inclusions. North side of cellar —
probably continued under road.

Section only
300mm wide

clm

C17

2031

Wall

Structure of sandstone rubble
(average 220 x 180 x 110 mm)
bonded with hard, pinkish brown
lime mortar with abundant lime
inclusions. East side of cellar, butted
by wall (2032) to east.

Section only
300mm wide

clm

C17

2032

Wall

Linear structure of unworked,
random coursed sandstone rubble.
Bonded with grey lime mortar with
lime & charcoal fleck inclusions.
Abuts wall 2031 to the west (similar
to relationship between (2023) &
(2024). Later Cellar wall or
foundations.

Im x 0.4m

Im

C18/
19

2033

Well

Circular, estimated Im diameter.
Sandstone rubble, random coursed,
bonded with hard white lime

1m diameter

C18/
19

17
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.

mortar, .

2034

Wall

Unworked, random coursed
sandstone rubble bonded with hard
pink/brown lime mortar with lime
inclusions. Probably a cellar wall.

Section only 0.5m
wide

600mm

C17

2035

Wall

Identical in appearance to Wall
(2001), may be associated with Wall
(2002).

Visible in Pile-
caps C47 & C48

700mm

C17

2036

Wall

Small area of cellar wall adjoining
Wall (2034) and of the same
construction. Visible face rendered
with white lime mortar.

Section only 0.5m
wide

500mm

C17

2037

Wall

Frontage of 17th century properties
along Tower Hill. N-S orientated,
sandstone rubble wall (average 350 x
220 x 200 mm with occasional
reused ashlar/limestone (average 320
x 300 x 180mm). Bonded with hard
pinkish/brown lime, mortar with
abundant  white  lime  fleck
inclusions. Probably associated with
Wall (2001).

Approximately 6m
N-S exposed
400mm wide

clm

C17

2038

Wall

Brick wall parallel to (2037) to the
east. Later (18th/19th century?)
frontage of century properties along
Tower Hill. Two stretcher bricks
wide, appears to be all laid to
stretcher bond with a few headers to
infill gaps. Bricks 220 x 110 x
70mm. Bonded with grey mortar.

Section only
250mm wide

1.4m

C18/
19

2039

Wall

Fragment of wall in NE corner of
site. Identical construction to (2001).

1m x 500mm thick

Im

C17

2040

Wall

Tenement boundary wall abutting
Wall (2001). Sandstone rubble with
occasional reused ashlar/limestone.
Bonded with hard pinkish/brown
lime, mortar with abundant white
lime fleck inclusions.

2m as recorded x
0.85m

6m

C17

2041

Wall

South wall of properties along north
side of moat. Contemporary with
Wall (2001) but set slightly forward
of it. Sandstone rubble with
occasional reused ashlar/limestone
bonded with hard pinkish/brown
lime, mortar with abundant white
lime fleck inclusions.

Approximately
17.8m x 1.25m
thick

6m

C17

18
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

2042

Wall

Unworked random coursed
sandstone rubble bonded with off-
white/pale  grey lime mortar.
Appears to truncate Walls (2001)
(2040). Butts culvert at S end.
Continuation of property boundary
suggests narrowing of culvert post
17th century.

3.2m N-S, width
not recorded

5.5m

Post
Med

2043

Wall

Linear structure of unworked,
random coursed sandstone rubble
bonded with grey lime mortar.

Approximately 7m
E-W, 1m thick.

5.5m+

C18

2044

Well

Unworked random coursed, un-
mortared sandstone rubble. Appears
to terminate at surface of bedrock

¢800mm diameter

c4.5m

Post
Med

2045

Cellar

Three separate fragments of masonry
around. Mixed sandstone and
limestone rubble, limestone appears
to be reused ashlar blocks. Bonded
with pink/brown lime mortar with
lime inclusions.

Internally 2.2 x
2.2m overall 3m x
3.5m. Walls vary
from 400mm to
750mm thick.

800mm
max.

C17

2046

Structure

Structure  of  sandstone  with
occasional limestone rubble
inclusions.. Bonded with hard, gritty
grey lime mortar. Forms north side
of a cellar (2060) with (2047
forming the south side and floor
(2048). Rendered on the south and
west facing elevations with white
lime mortar. (may be same as
(2017).

2.4m E-W,
850mm N-S, 1.7m
E-W. 300mm
wide.

400mm

C18/
19

2047

Cellar

Three sandstone rubble (average 100
x 220 x 70mm) linear walls and a
floor of Pennant slabs (2048.
Probably associated with Wall
(2046). Bonded with off-white/pale
grey lime mortar. Cellar. Walls
extended beyond excavation to north
and are probably same as (2046).
Overall number (2060).

6m E-W, 1.8m as
excavated N-S
returns at both
ends.

clm

C18/
19

2048

Floor

Squared Pennant slabs with worked
upper face bedded on deposit of off-
white/pale grey lime mortar. Cellar
floor, likely same as floor abutting
Wall (2046). Part of (2060).

6m E-W, 1.3m as
excavated N-S

300mm

C18/
19

2049

Wall

Sandstone rubble bonded with grey
lime mortar, only recorded in
section. Possibly rendered on S
facing elevation. Abutted south by

500mm wide

1.5m

C18/
19

19
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.

dump of bricks.

2050

Wall

Brick-wall on concrete footing
parallel to Wall (2049). North side of
interconnecting cellars of suggested
20th century date.

4m E-W width not
recorded

1.5m

C20

2051

Structure

Small rectangular structure of
apparently 17th century masonry
with rendered lime mortar inner
faces and Pennant slab floor. Walls
random coursed sandstone rubble
bonded with pinkish brown lime
mortar with lime flecks. Floor
bedded/bonded with grey lime
mortar.

Internally 1m x
1.3m. Walls
¢200mm wide

C17

2052

Structure

Concrete footings extending from
Wall (2050) adjoining cellar wall
foundations.

Extends 8m from
E-W, 7m N-S.

300mm
max.

C20

2053

Well

Located in pile-caps 554, 557 & 558.
Unworked sandstone rubble with no
visible bonding material.

Approximately 1m
diameter

C18

2054

Drain

Stone drain exposed south of moat.
Not recorded in detail

C18/
19

2055

Drain

Exposed in pile-caps 143-145 Not
recorded in detail

C18/
19

2056

Structures

Abutting fragments of two linear
structures of random  coursed
sandstone rubble. The eastern part
seems to have a return to the south.
Both bonded with off-white/pale
grey lime mortar.

C4m E-W, 0.4m
wide

cl.5m

C18/
19

2057

Wall

Brick wall orientated E-W. Sat on
concrete pad. Faced and bonded with
cement. In section, bricks appear to
alternate between headers and
stretchers therefore English Bond.

Section only
330mm wide

1.8m

C20

2058

Wall

Structure of unworked sandstone
rubble bonded with grey lime
mortar, recorded in section only.

600mm wide

2.8m

C18/
19

2059

Drain

Sandstone rubble walls alongside
Wall (2058), recorded in section
only. Roof of thin flat slabs, base not
visible. Bonded with grey lime
mortar.

Approx. 400mm
wide with 200 x
200 mm central
channel.

300mm

C18/
19
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.

2060 | Cellar Overall number for cellar thought to | ¢. 6m E-W x 3m clm C18/
comprise Walls (2027) (2046) & | N-S 19
(2047) and Floor (2048),
21
BWA Project

17/2651.




Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology
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Figure 1. Site Location. Scale as shown (after Chapman Taylor).
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology
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Figure 2. Distribution of archaeological features recorded on the north part of the site, scale 1:283 at A3 (after ARUP).
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.

0 ool
Cistern 2029
Well 2033 ——
Wall 2030 12032 Structures
Wall 203 2056
Wall 2031

Piles 143 - 145

e

0

C83

Walls 2057
= & 2058

Pile 156
[

Drain 2055

Figure 3. Distribution of archaeological features recorded on the south part of the site, scale 1:283 at A3 (after ARUP).
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
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Figure 4. Plan showing pile locations and direction of photographs on the upper terrace, scale 1:283 at A3 (after ARUP).
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology
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Figure 5. Plan showing pile locations and direction of photographs on the lower terrace, scale 1:283 at A3 (after ARUP).
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology
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Figure 6. Plan overlaying archaeological features on an extract of Goad 1887-1902. .
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology
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Figure 7. Schematic Plan of 17th century cellar (2022). Scale as shown.
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

2m

Plate 2. Greatest extent of Wall (2001) exposed during removal of split level retaining wall and buried
obstructions in approximate area of Pilecap C47, looking NW. Scale 2m.
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

Plate 3. Junction of Walls (2001), (2040) & (2041) during remval of split level retaining wall and
buried obstructions, looking SE. Scale 1m.

Plate 4. Excavation through wall (2027/2001) , looking W. No scale, trench is 6.7m deep.

32
BWA Project
17/2651.



Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

Plate 6. Wall (2041) exposed in section of C 43 looking W. Scale 2m
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

Plate 7. Wall (2043) and well (2044) in east facing section of Pilecap C37, looking WNW.
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Plate 8. Wall (2037) in section of Pilecap C54 Trench, looking NE. Scale 2m.
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

Plate 9. Fragmentary remains of walls (2034) and (2036), looking E. scale 1m.
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

Plate 10. Walls (2011) (2014) & steps (2013) giving access to cellar (2022), looking N. scale 2m.

Plate 11. Stair (2013) showing later blocking wall (2012), looking E. Scale 2m.
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

Plate 12. West and north side of cellar (2022) during demolition, looking NNW. Staff is 4m.

Plate 13. Cellar (2045) and wall (2046) as exposed, looking NW. Scales 2 x 1m.
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

Plate 14. Wall (2046) and cellar (2045) as cleaned with (2039) rear left, looking E. Scales 2 x 1m.
— e Ll e ] L_J [ r J r_" -

Plate 15. Walls (2032) (2031) (2030) and west side of cistern (2029), looking W. Staff is Sm.

38
BWA Project
17/2651.



Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

Plate 16. Structure (2051) as cleaned, looking N. Scales 2 x 1m.

Plate 17. Cellar wall (2047) & Floor (2048) exposed in proof excavations for pile caps, looking E.
Scales 2 x 1m.
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

Plate 18. Floor (2048) and walls (2047) left (2049) centre and (2050) right, in section, looking E. Scale
2m.

Plate 19. Wall (2050) left and concrete footings (2052) of further cellars exposed during excavations
to proof-dig pile-caps. Looking E, scale 2m.
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

Plate 20. Drain (2055) exposed in south facing section of excavation for Piles 143-145, looking N.
Scale 1m.

Plate 21. Post-medieval structures (2056) running parallel to the moat culvert, looking S.
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

Plate 22. Walls (2057) (2058) and drain (2059) recorded in section of reduced level dig. Looking W,
scale 2m.

Plate 23. Removing made-ground material from behind the retaining wall N of the culvert, looking
SW. Scale 2m.
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

Plate 24. Continuation of retaining wall removal N of culvert, looking WNW.

Plate 25. Continued ground reduction prior to king post excavation in the NE corner, Looking W.
Scale Im.
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

Plate 27. Completed excavation of temporary substation base adjacent site entrance, looking NNE.
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology
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Plate 28. Unrecorded modern brick & prefabricated concrete basement walls exposed in Pile-cap C49,
looking E Scale 2m.

Plate 29. Wall (2001) curving from E-W in the SE C50/51 excavation truncated by later post-medieval
structures, looking SE. Scale 2m.
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

Plate 30. Reduced Level excavation to north of moat looking west. Scale 2m.

Plate 31. Sax0-Norman ditch as recorded during the earlier evaluation and excavation, exposed in
excavations for Piles 602-605, looking N. Scale 2m.
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

Plate 32. Section created by reduced level excavations along northern site boundary, looking NE.

Scale Im

Plate 33. Proof dig for Piles 686 — 705 at completion, Looking SW.
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology
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Plate 34. Removal of oil storage tank at the west end of the moat, looking WSW.

Plate 35. Second Ventilation shaft located midway along S side of Culvert. Looking SW.
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology
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Plate 36. Continuing reduction of ground and removal of surfaces and foundations to S of culvert.
Looking E.

Plate 37. Deposits exposed by partial removal of E-W Air-ducting to S of Moat, looking E.
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

Plate 38. Removal of concrete structures in the centre of the site to S. of the Moat, looking SSW.

Plate 39. Box excavated to clear piles 081 - 092, looking NE, scale 2m.
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

Plate 40. Pile-caps 042-045 as excavated showing remains of well, looking S. Scale 2m.

Plate 41. Grind stones found during reduced level excavations south of the moat, scale Im.
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Castle Park View, located between Castle Street, Tower Hill, Queen Street and Mary Bush Lane, Bristol.
© Bristol and West Archaeology

Plate 42. 17th Century Donyatt pottery found in C46 in close association with wall (2001). Scale
30cm.
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